CHAPTER V

THE  DEMOCRATIC  TRIUMPH

MONROE'S Administration drew to a close in a mel-
low sunset of popular approval. But no prophetic
genius was required to foresee that clouds of dis-
content and controversy would hang heavy about
the head of his successor. Adams certainly did
not expect it to be otherwise. "Prospects are flat-
tering for the immediate issue/* he recorded in his
diary shortly before the election, "but the fearful
condition of them is that success would open to a
far severer trial than defeat." The darkest fore-
bodings were more than realized* No one of our
chief executives, except possibly Andrew Johnson,
was ever the target of more relentless and vindic-
tive attacks.

Adams was, in the first place, a minority Presi-
dent. Jackson's popular vote was probably larger;
his electoral vote was certainly so; and the vote
in the House of Representatives was at the last
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